D. Bohm, Catholic church St. Johann Baptist, Neu-Ulm (1921-'27,1946 -'51).

D. Bohm, Catholic church Christkdnig, Mainz-Bischofsheim (1926).
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Abstract

The research aims to investigate three works
by Dominikus Bohm (1880-1955), a German
architect who experienced, in the first half of
the twentieth century, the contradictions of
his time. He searched for a new expression
of architectural language while remaining
anchored to history and building tradition.
The investigation focused on churches of
St. John the Baptist in Neue-Um (1921-
27), Christ the King in Mainz-Bischofsheim
(1926), and St. Engelbeit in Cologne-Riehl
(1930-32). The research, entitled “Structural
Form and Constructive Innovation. The work
of Dominikus Bohm”, explored the relation-
ship between form and construction, focus-
ing on the structural morphology of the build-
ings and the construction devices adopted.
In order to achieve an “expressionist” space,
Bohm indifferently used traditional and con-
temporary construction strategies, new or
old materials, in an archaic way and in an in-
novative way. This is evident from the recov-
ery of building systems such as vaults and
crosses, in distorted and exasperated solu-
tions, made of reinforced concrete in a prim-
itive, “massive” way, employed in the same
way of stone materials; and at the same time
from the use of experimental techniques
such as the “Rabiz vaults”, thin concrete sur-

faces with complex shapes. Otherwise, the
planimetric systems of the three churches,
with naves or a central plan, belonged to the
historical tradition. In this way, B6hm sought
a new spatial morphology for religious build-
ings, especially in the central regions of Ger-
many, such as the Palatinate, Westphalia,
and Rhineland, where the need for a new
response to the changing liturgical needs of
the Catholic Church was the main topic of
the building programme. Thus, Dominikus
Bohm’s works became a certain reference
for architects such as Martin Weber, Rudolf
Schwarz, Emil Steffann, Gottfried Bohm and
Heinz Bienefeld. The research analyzed
the relationship between building form and
construction through the disassembly and
redesign of buildings, with tools the use of
contemporary design, to know both the con-
struction techniques and the compositional
principles expressed through proportions
and dimensional relationships. The latter
were verified through field surveys and a
comparison with archival materials. This
research projects the theme into a broader
and more current horizon: the relationship
between forms and construction becomes a
category of investigation but also a possible
design experience.



