Viewshed analysis sample in GIS. Patmos, site Kastelli.
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Sample of the documentation drawings. Plan of the fortified installation at Xerokampos on Leros.
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Abstract

The Ph.D. thesis scrutinizes the ancient for-
tified installations on the northern islands
of the Dodecanese complex in the Aegean
(Greece), namely Fournoi, Agathonisi, Far-
makonisi, Arkioi, Leipsoi, Patmos, and Le-
ros. These islands became known in modern
research as Milesian islands due to the pres-
ence of the city-state of Miletus and Milesian
garrisons on them during the Classical and
Hellenistic period.

Three types of construction are the most
characteristic on the Milesian islands: towers,
forts, and fortified settlements. A great variety
of masonry styles is on display covering a
chronological range from the late Classical to
the late Hellenistic period, eras when the evo-
lution in siege warfare and artillery had a great
impact on the design and construction of for-
tifications in the Mediterranean world. Further
constructional particularities that could sug-
gest a Milesian style on fortifications have not
been identified. However, the constructional
and topographic analysis points to the exclu-
sion of the Fournoi island complex from the
Milesian group. The Fournoi cluster seems to
have formed along with the islands of Samos
and lkaria a military network for monitoring
sea routes by the end of the 4th c. and the
beginning of the 3rd c. BC.

The topographical deployment of the instal-
lations, the initiative behind their construc-
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tion, as well as their importance for the Mile-
sian defensive system and rural settlement
pattern are topics that this study highlights. A
notably interesting feature is intervisibility be-
tween the Milesian installations. In particular,
viewshed analysis documents that each for-
tified site is intervisible with at least two other
fortified installations either on the islands ei-
ther at the Milesian chora.

In an era of political turmoil for the region, the
presence of the fortified installations links un-
doubtedly with a centralized effort to impose
unity and hierarchy to rural areas, a tendency
documented also in the mainland territory of
Miletus, aiming both in protecting the rural
population from potential sea and coastal
threats and in promoting agricultural activi-
ties and trade.

The fortified installations could serve as obser-
vatories, places of refuge, and defense in case
of jeopardy. However, these activities co-ex-
isted in the majority of cases with agricultural
ones, since workshops, storerooms, and other
evidence for productive activities best attest.
For their abandonment, it seems that the frame
of the Pax Romana rendered fortifications su-
perfluous, and the means of agriculture and
the architectural forms had changed at such a
degree that fortified installations and the way of
living they represented became obsolete from
the 1st-2nd century A.D.



